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Our Journal Report ~ NGO CSW Forum 2013 at CSW57: Ending Violence Against 

Women and Girls 

March 4 – 15, 2013 

Jeanne Sarson & Linda MacDonald  

 

Introduction: Getting There 

Attending the NGO CSW Forum begins before arriving at the United Nations Headquarters in New York 

City. As members of the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) this meant, in the months 

prior to attending the CSW, turning our attention to submitting a written statement to CSW 57.1 NGOs 

can also request to present an oral statement prior to attending. 

The CFUW oral statement that members prepared was read by 

Linda on Thursday, March 14th.2  

Gaining our position within our NGO attendee allotment of 20 

members was followed with a letter from UN Women confirming 

our registration. A United Nations Grounds Pass Form followed. 

Because of construction on the United Nations main building 

shown here, rumours suggest this will not be completed for 

another few years, therefore we, like others, miss activities that 

take place in the smaller North Lawn Building which is serving as 

temporary UN Headquarters. To access this building, as all who 

attended know, a pass was required. Passes were limited to two 

per NGO thus only two CFUW members could attend the CSW 

opening ceremonies, and thereafter be present for the general priority theme and emerging issue 

discussions.   

The CSW fifty-seventh session priority: The elimination 

and prevention of all forms of violence against women 

and girls. At the end of two weeks of discussions and 

negotiations our hope was that Member States would 

achieve an outcome document referred to as “agreed 

conclusions” that upheld all women’s and girls’ human 

rights not to be subjected to violence. Such a CSW outcome 

document would provide guiding principles for States to 

uphold women’s and girls’ human rights and equality by 

                                                           
1 E/CN.6/2013/NGO/10 (http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2013/NGO/10) 
2
 This was my first time trial at recording a video so please excuse a few non-professional frames at the end of the 

video recording of Linda. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RqZkILq_AGg&feature=youtu.be) 

 

Glass wall 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2013/NGO/10
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RqZkILq_AGg&feature=youtu.be
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taking actions to eliminate and prevent all forms of violence against women and girls. It was and is a 

shocking reality that we as women—of many ages—stood and watched from the outside, looking 

through the glass wall, as we—our right to be free of all forms of gender-based violence—were 

discussed and negotiated; our human rights and personhood equality tugged at by some Parties 

embedded in self-centered misogynistic patriarchy. What is so difficult about achieving our humanity for 

zero tolerance?   

For further knowledge read a short history—herstory—of the Commission on the Status of Women at 

this link:  http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/CSW60YRS/CSWbriefhistory.pdf 

  
 

 

Soon-Young Yoon, Chair, NGO CSW/NY welcomed all. 

She was followed by messages from Michelle Bachelet, 

Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director, UN 

Women, who we have since learned is leaving this post 

to return to her country of Chili. Bineta Diop, one of the 

NGO CSW Women of Distinction Awardees, gave the 

keynote address.    

Before we heard from the keynote speakers young women presented an amazing psychodrama 

performance on the ‘culture’ of human 

traffickers, pimps, and young women’s 

resistance to such victimization. They 

were from the “G!rl be Heard” not-for-

profit theatre collective and educational 

program aimed at developing and 

strengthening girls’ and young women’s voices who are between 

the ages of 12-21 (www.girlbeheard.org). 

There were also panel presentations such as on human trafficking, 

and one on the role of men which was moderated by Bandana Rana, President of Saathi and the 

Network to End Domestic Violence, Nepal. Bandana is listening to 

Bafana Khumalo, of Sonke Gender Justice speaking about 

promotion and prevention strategies. Included in his presentation 

were, for example, the need for school-based and public 

education programs on human rights, on addressing the 

objectification of women and girls in the mass media, the need to 

control small arms, and involving men in parental leaves and child 

But First: Consultation Day 

 

Soon-Young Yoon Bineta Diop 

 

 

Bandana Rana & Bafana Khumalo  

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/CSW60YRS/CSWbriefhistory.pdf
http://www.girlbeheard.org/
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caring.3 

Attendees were provided with the information booklet shown here. This booklet provided a list of 

events planned over the two weeks of the CSW 57. On its cover words 

expressing many forms of violence form the shape of the hand. For us, working 

as we have for 20 years to expose “classic” gender-based torture by non-State 

actors, it is disappointing not to see torture written. Girls and women from 

every country on this planet suffer the brutalities of gender-based torture 

perpetrated by both State and non-State actors yet torture victimization is 

seldom equally acknowledged and named as a form of gender-based violence.  

 

 

Each year that we have attended the CSW, the lobby of the UN 

building has displays on global 

issues. This year “Forever Free” and 

“Journeys to School” were the 

themes displayed.  Eighteen 

photojournalists, in December 2012, 

working around the globe recorded 

images such as the one of a young girl walking alone through a 

slum district on her way to school. Photos recorded the difficult 

and dangerous challenges children face in their journeys to achieve schooling.  

In “Forever Free” Linda and I learned that 12 and a half million Africans were victims of the slave traders. 

It is the story of torture by non-State 

actors—the slave traders and slave 

buyers.  

The 

display of 

human 

cruelty 

showed 

how one 

woman 

had an iron head piece that locked in place a cover over her mouth that prevented her from speaking, 

eating or drinking.4 The descriptions of the acts of torture inflicted touched Linda and my reality as we 

                                                           
3 http://www.genderjustice.org.za/issue-2/resources/sonke-newsletter/issue-2/issue-2-articles/sonke-

participates-in-a-number-of-landmark-global-conferences 

 

Entering the Lobby of the UN 

 

 

 

On the right is Linda, on the left a stranger  

http://www.genderjustice.org.za/issue-2/resources/sonke-newsletter/issue-2/issue-2-articles/sonke-participates-in-a-number-of-landmark-global-conferences
http://www.genderjustice.org.za/issue-2/resources/sonke-newsletter/issue-2/issue-2-articles/sonke-participates-in-a-number-of-landmark-global-conferences
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have listened to 20 years of similar brutalities—whippings, chaining, raping, and starving, for example. 

Women today have even told us of being forcedly harmed by non-State torturers who fixed in place 

mouth and head pieces to facilitate silencing, electric shocking, and oral raping. Non-State torture 

victimization has yet to be eliminated.  

 

 

 
Canada’s statement was presented by Susan Truppe, M.P. Parliamentary Secretary for Status of 

Women.5 We quote the following specific points made in Canada’s statement: 

 The Government of Canada is committed to ending all forms of violence against women and 

girls, at home, and globally. 

 When it comes to enacting new laws, we have made it a national priority to put the rights of 

victims and the most vulnerable in society first. 

 All of these actions demonstrate our Government’s commitment to improving the lives of 

women and girls in Canada and globally. 

 Canada will continue to fight for the equality and freedom of women everywhere. 

How can we take such statements as genuine when the 

Government of Canada has repeatedly failed to address the 

criminalization of torture by non-State actors when urged to do so 

by CFUW which adopted into policy the need for such an 

intervention?  

How can we take such statements as genuine when the 

Government of Canada has not responded to the 

recommendations made to Canada by the Committee against 

Torture which included the need to criminalize manifestations of 

torture in national laws when perpetrated by non-State actors?  

We can’t! Thus, a need for further interventions such as presenting Susan Truppe with a copy of the 

CFUW Statement to CSW 57.6 

When listening to country statements, Costa Rica, for example, stated that the elimination of all forms 

of violence against women and girls included the “freedom not to be subjected to torture.”  

                                                                                                                                                                                           
4
 Olaudah Equiano, excerpt from The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiana, the African, 1789. 

5
 Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations. (2013, March 6). Statement Statement by Susan Truppe, 

M.P. Canada’s Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women United Nations Commission on the Status of Women 
57th Session. http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/canada_un-canada_onu/statements-
declarations/other-autres/2013-03-06_Truppe.aspx?view=d 
6
 http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2013/NGO/10 

States parties discussions: Canada’s Statement 

 
Jeanne presenting Susan Truppe with the CFUW 

Statement to CSW 57 on non-State torture 

http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/canada_un-canada_onu/statements-declarations/other-autres/2013-03-06_Truppe.aspx?view=d
http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/canada_un-canada_onu/statements-declarations/other-autres/2013-03-06_Truppe.aspx?view=d
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2013/NGO/10
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In its General Comment No. 2: Implementation of Article 2 by States Parties the UN Committee against 

Torture speaks to the need to distinctly recognize, specifically name, and definitely criminalize torture 

perpetrated by non-State actors, because:7 

 

 Criminalization strengthens the deterrent effect 

 Naming and defining the human rights crime of non-State torture alerts everyone — 

perpetrators, victims and the public — to the special gravity of the crime of torture 

 Such emphases helps to address the gravity of non-State torture crimes  

 It enables State parties to be responsible for the tracking of crimes of non-State torture 

 It enables and empowers the public to monitor and, when required, to challenge the actions or 

inactions of the State when they violate the Convention against Torture 

 When State parties do not impose the specific offence of torture by non-State actors as 

punishable under its criminal law, actual or potential 

loopholes for impunity occur that encourage and 

enhance the danger of perpetuating such privately 

inflicted harms. 

 

This photo shows CFUW member Susan Russell in the room 

listening to the States party’s discourses.  

 

 

 

 
NGOs, including CFUW members as in this photo, met daily with the Government of Canada delegates 

who were present at the CSW. The purpose of such noon 

time meetings were to confer with the Government of 

Canada delegates involved in the negotiations for the 

agreed conclusions on the major ‘theme’ of this CSW—

ending and preventing the pandemic of ALL forms of 

violence against women and girls. This is about gaining 

gender human rights equality. These meetings were 

opportunities for Canadian NGOs to inform the 

Government of Canada delegates what NGOs wanted to 

see in the agreed conclusions.  

As Linda and my goal is in line with the CFUW national policy and the CFUW international mandate to 

gain human rights status for girls and for women, including for women and girls who suffer torture by 

non-State actors, we attempted to have non-State torture and the Convention against Torture and Other 

                                                           
7
 CAT/C/GC/2. 

(r) CFUW member Susan Russell  

Negotiations behind the Scenes 

CFUW members: Linda, Terri Shaw & Brenda Wallace 
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Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment of Punishment (CAT) named in the agreed conclusions. Besides 

stating our opinions to the Government of Canada delegates we also approached other country 

delegates such as Ireland, Austria, Norway, Denmark, Nigeria, and Nepal. They were very open to 

attempting to negotiate to have torture by non-State actors included in the agreed conclusions. Failing 

this, we suggested that the 2007 Agreed Conclusions on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

and Violence against the Girl Child be reaffirmed.8 The rationale being that torture perpetrated by both 

State and non-State actors is identified in this 2007 document as a form of violence perpetrated against 

the girl child. Non-State actor torture falls under 14.9 Violence and discrimination; therefore, reaffirming 

is positively reinforcing. This intervention was successful. Neither the CAT nor non-State torture is 

specifically identified in the agreed conclusions achieved this year; however, reference is made to 

upholding all human right treaties in reference to efforts to eliminate and prevent all forms of violence 

against women and girls. All forms of violence against women and girls includes non-State torture. 

Utilizing CAT and accessing the Committee against Torture becomes significant to naming gender-based 

manifestations of torture whether perpetrated by State or non-State actors. 

 

 

 

Specific to this presentation was a focus on sexualized non-State torture victimization. The panel was 

moderated by Brenda Wallace, Vice-President of International Relations. The presenters included:9 

 

Felice Gaer, Director of the Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human 

Rights, and Vice-Chair of the UN Committee against Torture. Speaking in her 

personal capacity, Felice discussed the process that has led to manifestations of 

gender-based violence being addressed by the UN Committee against Torture and 

the changes that have occurred over time.  

Felice described how the silence about sexualized torture first broke in 1986 when UN Special 

Rapporteur Peter Kooijmans stated in his report to the UN Human Rights Commission that rapes that 

occurred in prison were considered torture perpetrated by State actors.  

Later, tribunals began to name and identify forms of torture perpetrated by private or non-State actors 

as well as address the due diligence to States Parties’ failure to act. In other words, States Parties were 

considered providing de facto permission for such violations to occur.  

Legal jurisprudence in reference to the Concluding Observations of the Committee against Torture, the 

identification of rape violations from 2002-2005 included three mentions in the Committee’s reports to 

States Parties. From 2006-2007, 12 State reports cited rape victimizations. And, 2007 was the year when 

the Committee released it General Comment No. 2: Implementation of Article 2 by States Parties that 

                                                           
8
 E/2007/27-E/CN.6/2007/9, para. (a).  

9
 Poster: http://nonstatetorture.org/files/9713/6140/7156/Poster_2013_CFUW_panel.pdf 

CFUW Panel: Genderizing the UN Convention against 

Torture (CAT) & Non-State Torture Victimization 

 

http://nonstatetorture.org/files/9713/6140/7156/Poster_2013_CFUW_panel.pdf
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identified both State and non-State actors as perpetrators of torture.10 From 2007-2011 there were 31 

States in which sexualized violations were addressed. Obviously, considering the remarks made by Felice 

the trend to recognize gender-based manifestations of torture is ever increasing. We assume as women 

and NGOs become increasingly aware of the Committee’s role in the elimination and prevention of all 

forms of violence against women and girls in that the Committee’s General Comment No 2 imposes 

obligations on States parties “to take actions that will reinforce the prohibition against torture through 

legislative, administrative, judicial, or other actions”.11 This requires internal interventions by States 

Parties to understand, prevent, educate, rehabilitate, and to have specific laws in their national criminal 

codes.    

Denise Scotto, a Member of the NGOs the International Federation of Women 

Lawyers and International Federation of Women in Legal Careers, shared her views 

of how sexualized and gender-based violence prevention and protection is 

addressed from a national perspective including utilizing peace bond protective 

orders. Denise also mentioned the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), General Recommendation 19, 7(b) which 

states that no one be subjected to torture.    

 

Jeanette Westbrook, besides being a member of the NGO WG-USA, and a social 

worker, she spoke of her life beyond non-State torture victimization. Jeanette shared 

that having the perspective of non-State torture victimization was critical to helping 

her move forward in her life. Having the Committee against Torture support that 

some women and girls are indeed subjected to non-State torture was a most 

important validation for her.  

Linda and I, briefly shared our professional grass root feminist experiences of 20 years supporting 

mostly women reporting non-State torture victimization, defined as ‘classic’ non-State torture. 

PowerPoint slides were based on our national and international publications and presentation materials. 

Explaining that the defining elements of torture listed in the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment have assisted us in advocating for non-State torture as 

a specific form of violence against women and girls was shared. Most importantly we made the 

presentation intimate by sharing a few of the life-threatening ordeals voiced by the women so 

victimized. Resources at: www.nonstatetorture.org 

 

We also presented “Herstories”. This was a comparison of the forms of sexualized torture that were 

perpetrated by State actors against 100 women refugees, ages 6-62, who were predominately from 

Africa and Asia and who had immigrated to the U.K. We illustrated that the sexualized tortured they 

described suffering were the same as those we have listened to mainly women describe who are from 

the industrialized countries of Canada, the U.S., the U.K., Western Europe, Australia, and New Zealand. 

                                                           
10

 CAT/C/GC/2. 
11

 Ibid, para. 2. 

 

 

http://www.nonstatetorture.org/
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The information of both groups was based on 20 years of experiences—our 20 years of work, and the 20 

years of the work of the Medical Foundation of the U.K.12 

 

Defining Torture by Non-State Actors: Differentiating Torture from Abuse 

 

The PowerPoint slide below is from our CSW presentation. We selected this slide to share in this journal 

report because torture victimization perpetrated, for example, by private individuals, groups and or 

gangs referred to as non-State actors is emerging as a specific form of gender-based violence 

perpetrated against women and girls. There is a gap about non-State torture victimization in the social 

awareness. This means that women’s and girl’s herstory, not history, about non-State torture 

victimization has yet to be absorbed as a conscious and distinct gendered criminal human right violation.  

This gap will not be resolved until society speaks of non-State torture in the private sphere as it does of 

FGM or “intimate partner” violence as referenced by UN Women (as cited in Osattin & Short, 1998).13  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
12

 Smith, E., Boyles, J., & MacMillan, L. (2009). Justice denied: The experiences of 100 torture surviving women of 
seeking justice and rehabilitation. UK: Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture. 
13 UN Women. (2013). Ending violence against women From words to action Study of the Secretary-General 

(reprinted, p. 43). New York City: United Nations. 

Defining torture: Severity of pain or suffering, physical or mental

• Electric shocking
• Beaten, burned, cut, whipped
• Immobilization tortures, tied, hung, caged   
• Water tortures
• Suffocation/choking tortures
• Sexualized tortures: Rapes, gang rapes,

repetitive raping, gun, hand/object rapes
• Forced drugging
• Nutritional deprivation
• Psychological tortures: Humiliation,

degradation, dehumanization, 
animalization, terrorization, horrification

• Forced nakedness
• Sleep deprivation
• Witnessing torture of others
• Powerlessness

• Electric shocking
• Beaten, burned, cut, whipped
• Immobilization tortures, tied, hung, caged   
• Water tortures
• Suffocation/choking tortures
• Sexualized tortures: Rapes, gang rapes,

repetitive raping, gun, hand/object rapes
• Forced drugging
• Nutritional deprivation
• Psychological tortures: Humiliation,

degradation, dehumanization, 
animalization, terrorization, horrification

• Forced nakedness
• Sleep deprivation
• Witnessing torture of others
• Powerlessness

STATE ACTOR TORTURE
Specifically distinctly criminalized in 
Criminal Code of Canada as torture, 
section 269.1

NON-STATE TORTURE 
Not specifically distinctly named & 

criminalized as non-state torture – no 
equality/justice 

P
A
T
R
I
A
R
C
H
A
L

D
I
V
I
D
E

321/03/2013 J. Sarson & L. MacDonald2013/www.nonstatetorture.org
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Felice Gaer, in her presentation, made reference to the UN Special Rapporteur Peter Kooijmans’ 1986 

report as breaking the silence when naming rape as an act of torture when perpetrated by State actors 

against women and children held in prison.14 On pages 28-30 of his report he presented a list of 

torturers’ tactics. I relist some of these in a condensed version which included beatings to the soles of 

the feet, blows with weapons or other instruments, lashings, extraction of nails, cigarette and burns 

inflicted using other tactics, electric shocking, suspension, suffocation, exposure to excessive light or 

noise, rape, insertion of objects into body orifices, drugging, prolonged denial of rest and sleep, denial of 

nutrition, prolonged denial of sufficient hygiene, isolation and sensory deprivation, being kept in 

constant uncertainty, treats to kill or torture others, forced to harm or torture others, and total 

abandonment. Torture is recognized as causing destructive fracturing of the personality of those 

subjected to torture. Most of these acts of torture listed by Kooijmans are also listed in our above 

PowerPoint slide. However, in Canada torture inflicted by non-State actors is not specifically and 

distinctly criminalized thus the reason for the CFUW advocacy policy urging for its criminalization in 

Canada.15   

 

The Committee against Torture General Comment No. 2: Implementation of article 2 by States Parties 

began the genderization of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment.16 It speaks to the reality that there are manifestations of gender-based 

violence that are indeed torture perpetrated by non-State actors.   

 

 

 
 
We brought to the CSW, as do other members of CFUW, 

expertise and a willingness to share knowledge with 

others. Other CFUW members presented a parallel event 

entitled, “Women’s Right to Freedom from the Violence of 

Prostitution”. For Linda and I this willingness transformed 

into being asked by Lobi Redhawk, whom we met at the 

CSW last year, to participate in another NGO panel entitled 

“What Works? Best Practices to Prevent Human 

Trafficking.”17  

                                                           
14

 E/CN.4/1996/15, pp. 28-30  
15

 CFUW (n.d). Policy book 1964 – 2011, p. 167. 
(http://www.fcfdu.org/Portals/0/Advocacy/Policy%20Book%202011_Links.pdf 
16

 CAT/C/GC/2/CRP.1?Rev.4. 
17

 Resource for the presentation: http://nonstatetorture.org/files/3713/6189/3488/WHATWORKSCSW.pdf 

Other advocacy 

Jeanne, Lobi Redhawk, & Linda 

http://www.fcfdu.org/Portals/0/Advocacy/Policy%20Book%202011_Links.pdf
http://nonstatetorture.org/files/3713/6189/3488/WHATWORKSCSW.pdf
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We also presented at the SCOW Meeting on “Older 

Women and the 57th CSW”.18 At this NGO Committee on 

Aging - Sub-Committee on Older Women (SCOW) 

Meeting held at Fordham University, we presented our 

professional nursing experiences of “Life Course Issues”. 

We discussed how childhood violence and non-State 

torture victimization can impact negatively on older 

women. The two life course issues presented were (a) 

when society assumes that all older women will be 

‘automatic’ nurturers and carers of aging or dying 

parents thereby failing to acknowledge the reality that 

for some women their parent(s) were the ones who inflicted childhood torture onto them, and (b) the 

complex impact that can occur when flashbacks of childhood victimization happen at the same time 

when dementia is occurring and how this impacts on the delivery of caring. 

 

 

 

NGOs presented many excellent parallel panel discussions of their work 

of addressing all forms of violence against women and girls. Linda and I 

attended many presentations. When the opportunity for an appropriate 

intervention arose we mentioned non-State torture victimization as an 

emerging form of gender-based violence.  

There were also daily side events, which are presentations involving 

persons representing UN member States or UN entities, experts such as 

the Rashida Manjoo, Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its 

causes and consequences, who consistently presented a strong feminist 

perspective with a challenge to patriarchy, and including invited NGO members. Attending aide events 

generally required pre-registration and special passes as shown here.  

I chose this side event by the World Bank because Linda and I have 

estimated the losses of some of the women who have suffered 

non-State torture victimization. We carried their information—

their voices—with us to the CSW 57. Two women, both educators, 

from different countries incurred massive financial losses. A UK 

woman estimated her 30 years of losses amounted to over one 

million pounds; a Canadian woman with 15 years of financial 

losses tabulated hers to be over a million dollars. These financial figures do not and cannot express their 

                                                           
18

 Poster: http://nonstatetorture.org/files/6513/6346/2102/fordham.jpg 

 

Parallel and Side Events 

Rashida Manjoo, Special 
Rapporteur on Violence against 
Women, & CFUW member Leila 
Metcalf 

Gathering following the SCOW Meeting presentation 

 

http://nonstatetorture.org/files/6513/6346/2102/fordham.jpg
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horrific suffering; however, it does make them and some of their losses visible—being visible is about 

having social inclusion; it is a way of promoting their voices, their dignity, their equality, and their 

personhood.  

Linda and I attended as many side events as possible. We only 

mention some. The “Holy See” was an event Linda attended and 

heard that, “Men and women are equals and are equally afflicted 

with original sin. Men have the flaw of subordination and women 

have the flaw to justify this subordination.” From our position this 

statement is about learning how religious patriarchy and misogyny 

adapts to place blame for men’s subordination of women on 

women. This is a reframing of the ‘religious value’ of “original sin”.   

This Norwegian sponsored side event included Dr. Michael 

Kaufman as a panelist. He identified him-Self in various ways 

including as Co-founder of the White Ribbon Campaign, Canada. 

Later, in another side event, I spoke with Todd Minerson, Executive 

Director of the White Ribbon Campaign and a member of the 

Global Civil Society Advisory Group appointed by Madame 

Bachelet, UN Women.19 Speaking with these two men provided 

an intervention opportunity to ask about the Sixteen Days of 

Activism paper Linda and I sent to the White Ribbon Campaign, 

Canada. In the paper we asked the White Ribbon Campaign, 

Canada, to name and include non-State torture victimization in 

their campaign to eliminate all forms of violence against women 

and girls.20  We have resent Todd the paper. In addition, 

attending a side event we heard Libby Davies, Chief Executive 

Officer of Australia’s White Ribbon Campaign speak of the 

successes occurring in Australia. We sent her a copy of the paper 

also.   

There were side events that specifically spoke of torture perpetrated by State as well as non-State 

actors. The UNESCO side event “Safety of Women Journalists” was one example. “Sexual and Gender-

Based Violence as a Method of Warfare Panel CSW 2013” was another such event where torture, terror, 

forced prostitution, and humiliation; branding, rape, and the flashbacks suffered were pointedly spoken 

of. Tactics of torturers that are familiar to Linda and I as we listen to the non-State torture suffered by 

mainly women as adults and or when they were children. A lawyer spoke of the provisions of the Rome 

                                                           
19 UN Women Press Release (2012, May 17). UN Women announces members of Global Civil Society Advisory 

Group. http://www.unwomen.org/2012/05/un-women-announces-members-of-global-civil-society-advisory-
group/ 
20

 Sarson, J. & MacDonald, L. (2012). Addressing a Gap: Adding Non-State Torture as a Form of Violence Inflicted 
against Women and Girls to the White Ribbon Campaign. 
http://nonstatetorture.org/files/2713/6362/3807/16DAYSOFACTIVISM2012.pdf 

 

 

Todd Minerson & Jeanne 

http://www.unwomen.org/2012/05/un-women-announces-members-of-global-civil-society-advisory-group/
http://www.unwomen.org/2012/05/un-women-announces-members-of-global-civil-society-advisory-group/
http://nonstatetorture.org/files/2713/6362/3807/16DAYSOFACTIVISM2012.pdf
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Statute and the provisions of the International Criminal Court that allow for the legal framework to 

recognize rape, slavery, forced prostitution , and FGM as examples as gender-based crimes.  

 

 

CFUW members attended the EU and North America caucus 

meetings which were Co-Chaired by Pierrette Pape for the EU 

and Bette Levy for North America. Both did a tremendous job and 

we thank them for their superb efforts. The main purposes of the 

caucus meetings were to keep track of the progress being made 

on the text of the agreed conclusions, to hear the suggestions of 

NGOs on the issues they wanted written into the text, and for Canadian NGO members it provided the 

opportunity to transmit suggestions to the negotiating delegates of the Government of Canada.  

 

 

 

 

Meet Fiona Bradley from Girl Guiding New Zealand. She was 

promoting “Stop the Violence Speak out for Girl’s Rights”. Check out 

their website at: www.stoptheviolencecampaign.com 

 

 

 

 

 

The work that needs doing pre- and post- CSW also demands 

attention during the two weeks of intense activities at the 

CSW. The works goes on even when seated on the floor!  

 

 

The CSW events also provided time to reconnect with those 

from previous years. Such was this occasion for Linda and 

Mary Scott of the National Council of Women in Canada.    

EU & North American Caucus   

Linda & Mary Scott following Canada’s side event on 

the crime of ‘honour’ killing 

Fiona Bradley 

Linda & an unknown woman sharing the hallway 

Pierrette Pape & Bette Levy 

 

 

Connections & Getting the Work done! 

http://www.stoptheviolencecampaign.com/
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There was also time for an occasional out-to-eat lunch 

break.   

 

 
 

And for planning and taking issues “back to the floor”. This 

photo gives insightful meaning to what and how NGO 

advocates work to take the issues to the floor!  

 
 

 

 
 We await the official release of the outcome agreed conclusions so CFUW members can 

decide if transforming patriarchy and the elimination of all forms of violence against ALL 

women and girls truly occurred as addressed in the CFUW oral statement, linked here in both 

pdf and oral forms: 

o http://www.cfuw.org/Portals/0/Advocacy/AdvocacyIssues/GenderedViolence/CFUWan

dNCWC_Oral_Statement_draft_Commission%20on%20the%20Status%20of%20Women

_March14.pdf 

o http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=RqZkILq_AGg#! 

 
 Reading the advanced unedited version linked here  

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw57/CSW57_agreed_conclusions_advance_unedi

ted_version_18_March_2013.pdf the human rights of women and girls that were not 

specifically included and addressed in the agreed conclusions were for women and girls forced 

into being ‘prostituted’ persons and those who are lesbian and bisexual, transgendered, 

transsexual and/or queer. As well, women and girls who have endured torture by non-State 

actors, this gap of an emerging form of violence was not specifically addressed although we 

did ask many times of various delegates that it be included. There was support from 

delegates; however, it is not specifically in the advanced unedited version of the agreed 

conclusion document.  

 
 NGO CSW/NY Chair Soon-Young Yoon encouraged NGOs to contact their governments to 

reinforce the need for governments to take actions to ensure they increase prevention, 

Jeanette Westbrooke & Jeanne  

CFUW: Brenda Wallace & Leila Metcalf 

 

 

On-going Advocacy  

 

http://www.cfuw.org/Portals/0/Advocacy/AdvocacyIssues/GenderedViolence/CFUWandNCWC_Oral_Statement_draft_Commission%20on%20the%20Status%20of%20Women_March14.pdf
http://www.cfuw.org/Portals/0/Advocacy/AdvocacyIssues/GenderedViolence/CFUWandNCWC_Oral_Statement_draft_Commission%20on%20the%20Status%20of%20Women_March14.pdf
http://www.cfuw.org/Portals/0/Advocacy/AdvocacyIssues/GenderedViolence/CFUWandNCWC_Oral_Statement_draft_Commission%20on%20the%20Status%20of%20Women_March14.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=RqZkILq_AGg
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw57/CSW57_agreed_conclusions_advance_unedited_version_18_March_2013.pdf
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw57/CSW57_agreed_conclusions_advance_unedited_version_18_March_2013.pdf
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protection, and fulfilment of human rights for women and girls in accordance with the agreed 

conclusions and the elimination of ALL forms of violence against women and girls. 

 
 CFUW has submitted a Universal Periodic Review (UPR) paper to the Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva regarding the Government of Canada’s need to 

increase its legal mandate on the issues of violence against women and children—girls—by 

specifically criminalizing non-State torture as well as addressing violence against Indigenous 

women and all women and girls. 

 

 Josette Dijkhuizen, Netherlands Council of Women and Women`s Representative in the 

Netherlands delegation to the United Nations General Assembly 2013, encouraged NGOs to 

request having a country women’s representative to the United Nations General Assembly. 

See attached Appendix for full information. Her email: avvn@de-nvr.nl 

 
 We must continue to work together to eliminate ALL forms of violence inflicted against 

women and girls ‘simply’ because they are women and girls or because of their sexual 

orientation, or, for instance, because of the sexualization of misogyny disguised as 

prostitution and ‘porn’ including the justification for ‘torture porn’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:avvn@de-nvr.nl
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Appendix  
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